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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 20, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Our world is full of victims of abuse, violence, and oppression. In many cases, this evil 
goes unnoticed or unpunished. Injustice can drive victims in two possible directions. 
They can be filled with despair over the unfairness of the situation. Or they can be 
filled with hatred and a desire for revenge. While Christians wait for Christ’s return 
on the Last Day, they are by no means the only ones who suffer at the hands of others. 

They are, however, often included among them. Believers have always faced opposition from a 
world who rejects the one we believe in. When we suffer, what are our options? Do we throw up 
our hands in despair? Do we take matters into our own hands and seek vengeance? The certainty 
of that Last Day gives us a better option. We can leave justice up to the Judge. We can be 
confident that on the Last Day every wrong will be righted. We can look forward to the Last 
Day—also known as Judgment Day—because we are confident of where we stand with God 
through faith in Jesus Christ

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 9 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Acknowledgements 
Setting One from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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The Service: Setting One
Setting One begins on page 154 in the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 493 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory Be to God CW 157

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the living and the dead. 
Enable us to wait for the day of his return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for 
your own from the foundation of the world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Habakkuk 1:1–3; 2:1-4
Habakkuk was also waiting for the Lord to act; the Lord promised he would fulfill his promises.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 130B Remember Your Mercy, O LORD
Please join to sing the refrain and, as noted, the verses.

 
Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD;
    Lord, / hear my voice.
Let your ears be at- / tentive
    to my cry for / mercy.
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand?
    But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you.    Refrain



7

I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits,
    and in his word I / put my hope.
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the / morning.
Israel, put your hope / in the LORD,
    for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption.
He himself will redeem / Israel
    from / all their sins.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Michael Joncas. Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading Revelation 22:6–13
Jesus will return soon with his reward for mankind in his hand.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42

Pastor sings:
Therefore / keep watch, 
because you do not know on what day your / Lord will come.

Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 12:35–40
Remain ready for Jesus to return.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

Sermon Always Alert!

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Eternal and gracious Father, throughout this past church year, we thank you for strengthening 
our faith as we reviewed the words and works of Jesus recorded in the Gospels. We rejoice to 
hear that you kept the promises you made to your ancient people.
Work in us every day to believe the truths of your Word and apply them in our lives.

Help us take to heart that your Son is coming again to judge the living and the dead. Since the 
day of his return is unknown to us, lead us to note the signs that signal the end of time. Spare 
us from fear as trouble and woe increase, and fill us with hope as we long for that great day.   
Work in us every day to be ready for the moment of his coming. 
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Fill us with concern for loved ones who are not taking seriously their need for Jesus and his 
forgiveness. Provide opportunities to reach out to them with patient persistence and to 
lovingly lead them to your Word and sacraments. Make us generous with our offerings so that 
others can go in our place to proclaim the good news. 
Work in us every day to witness to Christ and his love for sinners.
 
If you call us to glory before the final day comes, carry our souls to heaven where we will await 
the resurrection of our bodies. Comfort those who may grieve over losing us and point them to 
the day when they will join us at the marriage feast of the Lamb. 
Work in us every day so that we are ready whenever you call us home.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Fill us with hope and joy as we await your Son’s return. Cause us to enjoy your earthly 
blessings in light of your eternal glories and to realize that heaven is really our home. Lead us 
to long for the splendor of Paradise where you will wipe away all tears from our eyes. 
Work in us every day as we listen for the sound of the final trumpet. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like 
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering All Hail the King of Heaven

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who preserves his 
Church to the end of time, when he will come again as king to judge all people and take his 
own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you.
 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 663 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

Stand
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 850 It Is Well with My Soul
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions 

1. Read God’s answer (Hab 2:2-4) to Habakkuk’s question of how long before the LORD 
would act. Now, compare that to 2 Peter 3:9. For what reasons do we need these reminders 
as we wait for Jesus’ second coming? 

2. Read Luke 12:22-34, the verses directly before today’s Gospel. What are some of the things 
Jesus is teaching in those verses? In what ways do they connect to Jesus’ teaching in verses 
35-40?

3. Look at the beatitudes (those who would be blessed) in today’s readings from Luke and 
Revelation (Lk 12:37 and Rev 22:7). What is Jesus encouraging us to do as we wait for his 
return? In what ways can you include these attitudes and actions in your daily life?

4. Write a prayer asking God to bless you with the attitudes you identified above. Then, read 
John 16:23. What confidence can you have as you pray for the things God has promised?   

Special Prayers This Week:
 Healing for Barb Manz who is recovering from her surgery.
 Bill Yaun will have back surgery on Wednesday 
 Darlene Reynolds has been placed on comfort care
 For a peaceful decision for Mr. Andrew Danner, who we called to serve as our 

principal.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
The Christian and Suicide 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Desserts Needed for Thanksgiving Meal Nov. 16 | 6:30 PM

Donations of cookies and bars are needed for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. Be sure they 
are sturdy items that will hold their shape well during transport (no pies, please). We also ask 
that the items not contain nuts. Donations can be brought to the kitchen on Wednesday.

Help Haul Out the Holly Nov. 25-26 | 9:00 AM

Christmas decorations will be going up in the church on the day after Thanksgiving, Friday, Nov. 
25 at 9:00 am. There are trees, garland, ornaments, candles and more to put up, so lots of 
volunteers are is needed. We also have an outdoor nativity scene to assemble. Anything we can’t 
finish up on Friday morning will be completed on Saturday beginning at 9:00 am. Your help 
would be appreciated.  

Midweek Advent Services Start Soon Nov. 30

Advent starts next Sunday. That means our first midweek Advent services will be held on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30.  Please join us at either 4:00 or 6:30 to hear about “Promises Kept.” We 
will touch on three promises that God made in the Old Testament and how Jesus coming in the 
flesh fulfills each one. There are three midweek services leading up to the week of Christmas. 
(There is no service on Dec. 21.) There will also be fellowship meals served from about 4:45 to 
6:15 on each of those Wednesdays. 

Register for Holiday Events  

Advent by Candlelight – Ladies, enjoy an evening preparing your heart for Christmas. Be sure 
to reserve your spot by signing up at the Ministry Table or calling Marilyn Sigler at 715-213-0054. 

Christmas for Kids – Children ages 3-10 can enjoy a morning of activities, while you shop, wrap, 
or just relax at home. Register at the Ministry Table or on our website (stpaulswr.org).

Reminders: Northland fruit orders are due this Monday, Nov. 21
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Calendar November 20-27

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Monday 4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers in the Resource Center

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Thursday 11:00 AM Community Thanksgiving Meal

Friday 9:00 AM Decorating for Christmas

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  233

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 355,292
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 257,666

Mortgage Balance: $1,076,466

Upcoming events
Nov. 28 ~ St. Paul’s serving at the Food Pantry
Nov. 30 ~ Midweek Advent Services
Dec. 4 ~ Advent by Candlelight
Dec. 10 ~ Christmas for Kids
Dec. 17 ~ Preschool Christmas Program 

School Christmas Service

And look:
I am coming soon!

Blessed is the one who holds 
on to the words of the 
prophecy of this book.

– Revelation 22:7
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